
From: Bresnahan, Meaghan
To: "Kenny Blake"
Cc: Ngo, Kim; Brown, Jamesr; Saunders, Jerry; Gee, Randy
Subject: FW: Cochiti well 2 follow up
Date: Friday, August 18, 2017 4:12:00 PM
Attachments: 6ENW.CochitiDevelopmentCorp.SignedLtr.08.11.17.pdf

Hi Kenny,
 
Thanks for your call this afternoon. Please see the attached letter from Jerry Saunders. Please
consider this the definitive communication from EPA regarding our understanding of the situation,
as well as follow up actions to take.
 
It’s important to keep in mind that the various sections, or departments, of EPA (e.g. Drinking Water
Section, Enforcement Division, and Tribal Affairs Office) work together on tribal matters. As such, we
will determine one point of contact for you.
 
In the meantime, please continue to take the necessary source water and distribution samples, as
well as residual readings, as noted in the attached letter.
 
Please reach out if you have additional questions.
 
Thank you,
Meaghan
 

From: Ngo, Kim 
Sent: Friday, August 11, 2017 4:20 PM
To: Kenny Blake <kenny@cochitigolfclub.com>; governor@pueblodecochiti.org;
lt.governor@pueblodecochiti.org; kenny_pin@pueblodecochiti.org; suina@wildblue.net;
cochiti.hay@gmail.com
Cc: Saunders, Jerry <Saunders.Jerry@epa.gov>; Brown, Jamesr <brown.jamesr@epa.gov>; Gee,
Randy <Gee.Randy@epa.gov>; Bresnahan, Meaghan <bresnahan.meaghan@epa.gov>; Rodriguez,
Jose <Rodriguez.Jose@epa.gov>; Baker, JohnE <Baker.JohnE@epa.gov>
Subject: Cochiti well 2 follow up
 
Hi Kenny,
 
As discussed, I am forwarding a letter from EPA Region 6 that is going to be mailed out today
regarding the Cochiti Lake Water System.  
Thank you for providing us the contacts at the Cochiti Pueblo leadership and CCDC, so that we can
keep everyone in the loop.
We really appreciate your follow up and communication on getting this issue addressed.  
Please continue to keep us informed and please reach out to us if you have questions.
 
Thank you.
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 6 


11 August 2017 


Mr. Kenny Blake 


1445 ROSS AVENUE, SUITE 1200 
DALLAS, TX 75202-2733 


CEO, Cochiti Community Development Co1poration 
5200 Cochiti Highway 
Cochiti Lake, NM 87083 


RE: Cochiti Lake (PWSID #06568423) Water System Public Health Notification 


Dear Mr. Blake: 


On August 1 0, 20 17, EPA Region 6' s Drinking Water pro gram was notified that the main 
pump at Cochiti Lake Water System's Weill failed on August 5, 2017. Subsequently, 
the decision was made to switch to Well2, the Golf Course Well, which is not 
constructed to EPA standards for a potable drinking water well, on August 6, 2017. 


Well 2 is an unapproved non-potable drinking water source and has not been tested as 
required by the National Primary Drinking Water Regulations. The EPA conducted a 
sanitary survey on April15-16, 2015, and a report was submitted to the Cochiti 
Community Development Corporation (CCDC) on October 27, 20 15. This report cited 
multiple significant deficiencies at Wel1 2 and communicated that Well2 should not be 
used for drinking water. The water system had 120 days fi'om the receipt of the repmi and 
transmittal letter to address the significant deficiencies identified during the sanitary 
survey or submit a schedule to EPA on when the deficiencies would be addressed. While 
some work has progressed, there are several significant deficiencies that have not been 
addressed and no schedule for completion has been submitted regarding correcting the 
deficiencies at Well 2, rendering Well 2 unusable as an adequate drinking water source. 


The Drinking Water program notified EPA Region 6's Enforcement Division on August 
11, 20 17, of the switch to Well 2 for drinking water. We understand that the Drinking 
Water section provided the Cochiti Lake Water System (PWSID #06568423) guidance 
on next steps, which are included in this list (below) 


Effective immediately, the following steps are necessary until the new pump is installed, 
Weill is turned back on, and Cochiti Lake Water System is notified in writing by EPA _ 
Region 6 that such actions can cease: 


• Notify all customers that a boil water advisory is in effect as soon as possible. 
A sample template is enclosed, 


• Take o ne (1) coliform sample per day at Well 2, 
• Take coliform samples at five (5) sites throughout the distribution system that 


are representative of the system, 


Internet Address (URL) - http://www.epa.gov/earth1 r6/ 
Recycled/Recyclable - Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on Recycled Paper (Minimum 30% Postconsumer) 
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• Take chlorine residuals at ten (I 0) sites throughout the distribution system that 
are representative of the system. A chlorine residual of a least 0.5 mg/L is 
required, 


• Provide EPA Region 6 a Corrective Action Plan (CAP) within thirty (30) days 
of the date of this letter. The CAP must address how the CCDC plans to 
correct the significant deficiencies at Well2 within an appropriate time frame. 


In the future, please notify EPA Region 6 Drinking Water Program (Jose G. Rodriguez, 
214-665-8087 or rodriguez.jose@epa.gov) immediately if there are any other system 
failures or other changes to your water supply system. 


The relevant significant deficiencies for Well 2 are listed below. Please keep in mind that 
this is not a complete list of all remaining significant deficiencies for Cochiti Lake PWS: 


Well# 2 (Golf Course) 
• Casing is at ground level and should extend 18 inches above ground level. 
• There is no sanitary seal on the well casing. There are opening all the way around 


the discharge pipe which create a direct conduit for contamination to the aquifer. 
• The well has never been fully analyzed for the baseline well sampling 


parameters. There is no check valve for the pipes that serve the distributions 
system. The Cia-Valves is currently being used as a check valve. 


• There is no well casing vent. It is currently venting through the openings around 
the discharge pipe. 


Enclosed is a sample Boil Water Advisory. Please send a copy of the Boil Water 
Advisory and certification that it has been issued to EPA: 


Jose G. Rodriguez 
USEP A Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue (6WQ-SD) 
Dallas, TX 75202 
rodriguez. jose@epa. gov 


EPA Region 6 invites you and your designated consultation representative(s) to 
participate in a consultation and coordination process, in accordance with the EPA Policy 
on Consultation and Coordination with Indian Tribes 
(www.epa.gov/triballconsultation/consult-policy.htm) and EPA's Tribal Pmial 
(http://www.epa.gov/tribal/consultation). 


Please encourage the water system to work with my Enforcement staff and the Drinking 
Water program in the days ahead. If you have any questions, please contact Jose G. 
Rodriguez at (214) 665-8087. We appreciate your efforts to protect public health and the 
environment. 
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Enclosure: Sample boil water advisory notification 


cc: President Simon Suina 
CCDC Board of Directors 
suina@wildblue.net 
5200 Cochiti Highway 
Cochiti Lake, NM 87083 


Vice President Mike Quintana 
CCDC Board of Directors 
cochiti.hay@gmail.com 
5200 Cochiti Highway 
Cochiti Lake, NM 87083 


Governor Eugene Henera 
governor@pueblodecochiti.org 
Pueblo de Cochiti 
P.O. Box 70 
Cochiti Pueblo, NM 87072 


Lieutenant Governor Bernard Suina 
lt.govemor@pueblodecochiti.org 
Pueblo de Cochiti 
P.O. Box 70 
Cochiti Pueblo, NM 87072 


Tribal Administrator Kenny Pin 
kenny pin@pueblodecochiti.org 
Pueblo de Cochiti 
P.O. Box 70 
Cochiti Pueblo, NM 87072 


bee: Kim Ngo, 6WQ-SD 
Meaghan Bresnahan, 6WQ-SD 
Jose Rodriguez, 6WQ-SD 
Tonia Biggs, 6EN-WR 
Matt Ziegler, SWEFC 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR DRINKING WATER 
Cochiti Lake Water System (063568423) 


Cochiti Lake PWSID # 063568423 water system had a booster pump failure during August 5'", 2017, that 
ultimately resulted in a loss of pressure in the system and in order to provide water, a decision was made 
to turn on Well2, the Golf Course Well, which is currently being used as an irrigation well and does not 
yet meet EPA standards. The (EPA) Environmental Protection Agency was not notified that this decision 
was made until August I 0, 2017. 


BOIL YOUR WATER FOR THREE MINUTES BEFORE USING 
The Cochiti Lake Water System Well I was shut down on August 5, 2017, due to a booster pump failure 
and a decision was made to use the Golf Course Well (Well2) as a temporary emergency supply. The 
pump failure ultimately led to a loss of pressure in the distribution system, which may cause 
backpressure, back-siphonage, or a net movement of water from outside the pipe to the inside through 
cracks, breaks, or joints in the distribution system that are common in all water systems. Such a system 
failure carries with it a high potential that fecal contamination or other disease-causing oi"ganisms could 
enter the distribution system. In addition, the Golf Course Well has not been approved by EPA for 
drinking water. These conditions may pose an imminent and substantial health endangerment to persons 
served by the system. 


What should I do? 


• DO NOT DRINK THE WATER WITHOUT BOILING IT FIRST. Bring all water to a rolling boil 
for at least (3) three minutes, and let it cool before using, or use bottled water. Boiled or bottled water 
should be used for drinking, making ice, brushing teeth, washing dishes, and 
food preparation until further notice. Boiling kills bacteria and other organisms in the water. 


ALL STORED WATER, DRINKS, OR ICE MADE RECENTLY FROM THIS SUPPLY SHALL 
BE DISCARDED. 


• Inadequately treated water may contain disease-causing organisms. These organisms 
include bacteria, viruses, and parasites which can cause .'J)'mptoms such as diarrhea, 
cramps, nausea, headaches. or other symptoms. They may pose a special health risk for 
infants, young children, some of the elderly and people with severely compromised immune 
systems. 


• The symptoms above are not caused only by organisms in drinking water. If you experience 
any of these symptoms and they persist, you may want to seek medical advice. People at 
increased risk should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers. 


What happened? What is being done? 
(Give a description of what is being done, where consumers may get an alternate source 
of water, etc.] 
We will inform you when you no longer need to boil your water. For more information, please 
contact [name of contact] at [phone number] or [mailing address]. 
Please share this information with all the other people who drink this water, especially those who may 
not have received this notice directly (for example, people in apartments, nursing homes, schools, 
and businesse,). You can do this by posting this notice in a public place or distributing copies by 
hand OJ' mail. 


This notice is being sent to you by ____________ _ 
Water System ID#: 063568423 _______ _ 
Date distributed: 


-----







 
Kim Ngo
Section Chief
Drinking Water Section
USEPA Region 6
1445 Ross Ave (6WQ-SD)
Dallas, TX 75202
o: (214) 665-7158
c: (214) 422-5219
 
 


